MINUTES
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission Meeting
FWP Headquarters — 1420 East'® Avenue
Helena, MT

FEBRUARY 12, 2009

Commission Members Present:Shane Colton, Chairman; Dan Vermillion; Willie oBob
Ream; and Ron Moody.

Fish, Wildlife & Parks Staff Present: Joe Maurier, Acting Directognd FWP Staff.
Guests: See February 12, 2009 Commission file foldemfmmes of who signed in.

Topics of Discussion:
Call to Order - Pledge of Allegiance
2. Introduction of Newly Appointed FWP Commissiones
3. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes of Januay 15, 2009
4. Approval of Commission Expenses through Januan2009
5. Selection of FWP Commission Vice-Chairman
6. Commission Meeting Schedule Revision
7. Sheep and Goat Transplant Project - Summary anBartner Recognition
8. Legislative Update
9. Missouri-Milk River Confluence State Park Propety Acquisition — Endorsement
10. 2009 Elk Season Adjustments in HD360 and HD362Final
11. Region 1 Deer Season Adjustment — Final
12. Region 2 - Eliminate 2009 Antlerless WhitetalDeer B License Type 002-10 — Tentative
13. Region 6 — HD640 and HD641 Boundary Change - fiative
14. Keep Cool Hills Cooperative Management Area Rel— Tentative
15. Foy's Bend Land Acquisition along the FlatheadRiver — Final
16. Hay Creek Land Acquisition in the North Fork ofthe Flathead River— Final
17. Open Microphone — Public Opportunity to AddressAdditional FWP Issues

1. Opening - Pledge of AllegianceGovernor Schweitzer recently appointed Commissionel
Colton to serve as Chairman of the FWP Commissiirairman Colton called the meeting to
order at 8:30 a.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance

2. Introduction of Newly Appointed FWP Commissiones. Chairman Colton introduced
Bob Ream of Helena, and Ron Moody of Lewistown thes two new FWP Commissioners,
whose terms expire January, 2013.

Commissioner Ream explained that he hails frormg lme of hunters. His grandfather was an
avid trapshooter, and his grandmother was an adegired competitive shooter who shot against
Annie Oakley. He taught wildlife biology at the dersity of Montana for twenty-eight years,
served in the legislature for eight sessions, hadaaters in botany/zoology, and a PhD in
zoology.
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Moody said he has always lived on the boundarslisfeurban and rural America. He took a huntercatian
course in 1978 that started him on the path of liielananagement. He now is a hunter educatiorrungir
himself. He is a director on the Public Land andt&Wa\ccess Association, and has a Bachelors Ddagree
journalism and political science. This is an opgoity to help FWP in wildlife conservation efforts

3. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes of Januay 15, 2009.
Action: Doll moved and Vermillion seconded the iomoto approve the January 15, 2009 minutes. Motion
carried.

4. Approval of the January, 2009 Commission Expendeeport
Action: Doll moved and Vermillion seconded theioroto approve the January expense report as pteden
Motion carried.

5. Selection of FWP Commission Vice-Chairman.

Commissioner Doll nominated Commissioner Vermillfonthe position of Vice-Chairman of the Commissio
Commissioner Vermillion accepted the nomination.

Action: Doll moved and Colton seconded the motmnominate Vermillion for Commission Vice-Chairman
and to cease nominations. Motion carried.

6. Commission Meeting Schedule RevisiorDue to conflicts with Commissioner Ream’s schediihe,
Commission meeting dates were changed. The Apgitting was rescheduled for April 16, and the June
meeting was rescheduled for June 25. The Commissilb discuss the possibilities of regional megsrat a
later date.

7. Sheep and Goat Transplant Project - Summary andPartner Recognition. Quentin Kujala, FWP
Wildlife Division Management Bureau Chief, explairghat a sheep and goat trap and transplant éfforbeen
conducted in January subsequent to Commission seh@nt in September of 2008. A video of the triamsp
was shown. Kujala expressed gratitude to Lorentssfi&id, the landowner who provided the staging and
handling site on his ranch, and to the Montana Vlikep Foundation, the Utah Foundation for North
American Wild Sheep, the U.S. Forest Service, &edSafari Club International for their financia¢chnical
and logistical assistance.

Fifteen mountain goats were captured in HD313 i@ @razy Mountains and transplanted to the Rocky
Mountain Front, and sixty Bighorn Sheep were cagatlin HDs 422 and 424 and transplanted to the nainmt
of Utah.

Jim Weatherly, Executive Director, MT Wild SheepuRdation, extended thanks from both the state ahUt
and the Utah Chapter of FNAWS in their unavoidadileence. He said Utah paid for the helicopter resqm
and the lab tests, and made a donation to the Man@hapter of FNAWS for future transplant expenses,
whether it is in-state or out-of-state.

Tom Powers, President, Montana Chapter of FNAW&edtthat they had presented a plan to FWP neauly f
years ago to better market the sheep tag. Sirddithe, the auction price has steadily rose. Vbar it sold
for $245,000. FNAWS believes that working with th&tional convention has made a big differenceis #
combination of marketing and accurate facts anaréig.
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8. Legislative Update. Chris Smith, FWP Deputy Director, provided highligf of some of the legislation
FWP has interest or involvement in. Ninety bilte at various stages of the process.

* Three pieces of legislation related to streameascat bridges. HB190 clarifies that landowners attach
fences to bridge abutments as long as accessilatdga That bill passed the House, but has nehldeeard in
the Senate yet.

* The mandatory trapper education bill has paskedouse.

* The bill that would authorize FWP to revoke fugader’'s licenses when they are convicted of illegivity
was opposed by trappers and has been tabledr&died to enforcement have met resistance in tesél

* SB185 would make available big game combinatioarises for nonresident college students. A studbo
is not a resident may purchase a big game combmétiense if that student is currently enrollecadsll-time
student at a postsecondary educational institutid’iontana, or has a natural or adoptive parent euroently
is a Montana resident, or has a Montana high sctliptdma or certified GED, and is currently enrdllas a
full-time student at a postsecondary educatiorsditirtion in another state.

* A variety of bills have been introduced relatieerecruiting and retaining youth and seniors.

* A controversial bill was introduced that wouldaal a person of any age to hunt for up to five gaarder the
supervision of a licensed hunter, before they takater education. Several concerns were expresgaading
this bill, to include that there is no minimum atfet five years is too many years, and allowingoae to hunt
without hunter education is a safety issue.

* A bill to establish a provisional hunter educaticertificate for those individuals who took hunéstucation
but could not pass the test passed the House.

* A bill was introduced that would permit youth wiarn twelve years of age at any time during thesea to
hunt the whole season under supervision of a leghsinter.

* Four bills were introduced relative to Fort Péd¢&tchery. All have been tabled.

* Two bills were introduced with respect to archpgrmits in the Missouri Breaks.

* Senator Debby Barrett introduced a bill that ud#d a provision that a permit to take a wolf worddhain
valid until it was filled. It would have been aastge to our regulatory system and would have thrawmench
in USFWS delisting.

* SB183 is to ban ownership and breeding of wolbiys, which would stop delisting dead in its traick

* SJR15, introduced to encourage wolf delistingsgeal the Senate.

* HB51 proposed to make the $4 parks “opt out” hise fee an “opt in” fee, which would devastate Park
financially. There were no proponents for thissept for the sponsor.

* SB164 would expand the good neighbor policy rdgay weed control, and would require FWP, when
acquiring land or water rights, to place 20% abitnepurchase price into a maintenance accourgasied the
Senate. FWP has a number of concerns, and hasssagcgamendments, however the sponsor is not steere
in them.

* Another bill has been introduced by a contingehtegislators from Missoula to appropriate genduad
money for FWP to take over Travelers Rest Statk.Pihe budget may not allow that.

* Two pieces of legislation were introduced regagdbison. HB253 would have transferred managemént o
bison from the Department of Livestock to FWP. {Tihi#l was tabled in the House. The other bilraduced
by Senator Brenden would prohibit relocation ofobisrom the quarantine facility to any other looati
although there may be an amendment to allow thelme toansferred to Wyoming.

* The FWP base budget was approved on a one-tifyebasis for the next biennium, which is the oriime
that has ever happened to any state office. Théi@ual FTE for fishing access site maintenance was
approved. Funding for FAS maintenance comes frben general license account. Fees generated from
outfitters and guides are deposited into the géfieemse account with the rest of the monies.

* FWP is monitoring in excess of fifteen water sithat may affect the in-stream water rights ore sibbon
streams where FWP appropriates water. Since grauaer is related to surface water, that also néedse
considered. FWP is monitoring the bills to asshet any amendments do not create problems for FWP.
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* HB79 impacts FWP in that if the Department puisdms property, then an equal amount of property toeist
disposed of.

*HB117 would add a 60-day review timeline to theramistrative rule process. It has been tabled.

* HB182 would have prevented agencies from lobbylihg/as tabled.

* HB249 would tax conservation easements even tlirahie underlying property is already taxed.

* HB422 deals with eminent domain by railroadshefie are questions as to legality.

* HB443 would clarify FWP authority on nongame sigadn need of management. It would bring up sseié
of prairie dogs.

* HB455 would provide for setback for riparian zeren larger rivers.

* SB39 extended the duration of the water rightsigact commission.

* SB314 would clarify the definition of stream asee It attempts to reverse the Mitchell Sloughisien,
which would make all Class Il streams no longerilaisée as public streams. The sponsor is williodaok at
amending it.

* SB402 talks about just compensation for takings& an attempt to reverse a decision recentlyddecby the
Supreme Court.

* Several bills have been introduced relative tditemy discounts. Whenever the legislature graxseptions
to service men and women, the general license atcmeds to subsidize the expense so everyone stdlke is
contributing.

* HB585 would create nonresident combination hupticenses to be used by adult non-resident family
members who wish to return to Montana to hunt w&igponsor or family member.

Chris Smith, Deputy Director, informed the Commissthat FWP is working on obtaining a new audidesys
so the Commission meetings can be listened to pgrenwho has access to the world-wide web. Adutitily,
FWP is installing a video conferencing system,ddige in the very near future, that will link aéven regional
offices and the Helena office. These systemsheiib FWP and the Commission to reach out to thdigub

9. Missouri-Milk River Confluence State Park Propety Acquisition — Endorsement. The 2007
legislature allocated ten million dollars of Accédsntana funds to Fish, Wildlife & Parks for acqtian of
parks and fishing access sites. FWP Parks Divisicting Administrator Chas VanGenderen, explaineat th
this 400-acre property at the confluence of thekMihd the Missouri Rivers near Fort Peck wouldséatihe
criteria for use of those funds. This propertyedéfcultural values (Lewis & Clark’s travels alaihg Missouri)
as well as recreational opportunities. There Iy one state park in this area of Montana, andai$ wuggested
by the legislature to search out and pursue adipuisiin the eastern part of Montana. FWP haslatwkmnto
acquiring land on the south side of Brush Lake thetandowner in not interested in selling.

Development of this state park would provide pubier access for motorized and non-motorized husa,
excellent angler opportunities, areas for develagnoé campgrounds, group use and day-use facilines
ample areas for hiking and nature viewing. Thacagjural land would provide quality wildlife hakit for
upland game birds and deer. Following endorsemeithéd Commission, FWP would begin negotiations with
the landowners, would obtain an appraisal of ttep@rty, and would develop an environmental assedstoe
present to the public for comment.

Action: Ream moved and Vermillion seconded thdomdb authorize FWP to pursue acquisition of the
Confluence Property at the junction of the Milk avissouri Rivers.

Doll said this is a good acquisition, however heticaned the Commission to be aware of investors who
purchase Montana land only to re-sell it for a dapgofit.
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Director Maurier assured the Commission that thiglbwner has been on the land for many years anddta
recently bought it as an investment opportunity.

Moody inquired why this would be developed intcagikpas opposed to a wildlife management area.

VanGenderen replied that the Parks and Wildlifeistivms are working together to make it all it cag. b
Management of a state park for wildlife habitaihideed appropriate, and there is the possibilitgenfeloping it
into a WMA in time.

Chairman Colton asked for public comment. There noae.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.

10. 2009 Elk Season Adjustments in HD360 and HD362Final. Quentin Kujala, FWP Wildlife Division
Management Bureau Chief, said there are no chaegesnmended to the 2009 HD360 and HD362 elk hunting
tentatives, which are:

* Maintain the brow-tined bull/anterless genesahson

* Maintain the youth opportunity for either sdk e

* Maintain the Airport Weapons Restriction Area

* Offer unlimited over-the-counter A9/B12 licersse

* Eliminate the "Special Madison Area," its 40R-Bunting permits, and its hunter-orientation riegunent

Action: Vermillion moved and Doll seconded the omwtio adopt as Final the 2009 elk hunting season in
Hunting Districts 360 & 362 as proposed by FWP.

Vermillion explained that this proposal was notgorally well received, however with hard work and
coordinated efforts by Pat Flowers, the Regionadf,sand the sportsmen and landowners, a wellifatsd
process resulted in a successful conclusion. Ststebution issues still need to be addressedrdmdlutions
are progressing. The facilitation process promoteatking relationships between hunters and Madison
residents/landowners, resulting in improved huateess.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.

11. Region 1 Deer Season Adjustment — FinaQuentin Kujala, FWP Wildlife Division Managementifg@au
Chief, stated there is one recommended changesttetitatives, which is to reduce antlerless wiated deer
B licenses in HD132-00 from 300 to 25. The 2008teii significantly reduced recruitment of whitel¢di deer
in most of Region 1, which became more apparerindguhe surveys, and at the fall check stationsn land
wolf predation, along with sever weather greatlpatted the numbers.

The recommended adjustments are:
Drop the last four days off the general licensecitiner-sex white-tailed deer hunting throughoustrad
Region 1 (replace with antlered buck). HDs 15@, 46d 170 would remain five weeks general license
either-sex white-tailed deer hunting.

Reduce antlerless white-tailed deer B license

HD100-00 From 600 to 25
HD101-00 From 750 to 25
HD102-00 From 500 to 25
HD103-00 From 500 to 25
HD104-00 From 500 to 25

HD109-00 From 400 to 25
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HD110-00 From 50 to 25
HD120-00 From 300 to 25
HD121-00 From 800 to 100
HD122-00 From 50 to 25
HD123-00 From 100 to 25
HD124-00 From 200 to 100
HD130-00 oRr 650 to 25
HD132-00 From 300 256
Reduce antlerless mule deer B licenses:
HD100-01 From 50 to 25
HD103-01 From 50 to 25
HD104-01 From 50 to 25

Action: Vermillion moved and Doll seconded theiaoroto approve the Region 1 Deer Season Adjustnaants
recommended by the Department.

Chairman Colton asked for public comment on thengkdo the tentative in HD132-00. There was none.
Action on Motion: Motion carried.

12. Region 2 - Eliminate 2009 Antlerless WhitetaiDeer B License Type 002-10 — Tentative Quentin
Kujala, FWP Wildlife Division Management Bureau €hi explained that because this proposal is an
emergency measure, it is being proposed outsiddidramial season-setting process. The Bonner amtdyDa
check stations revealed that deer numbers wereetigrklown, and the regional surveys identified achto
greatly reduce the antlerless harvest of whitedadeer to conserve the deer population. The Resgieks a 38
percent reduction in antlerless harvest in 2008, tae only way to realize that goal is to elimindte 002-10
license in 2009. At this point, this can be accashgld by keeping the traditional 8-day either-spgastunity

for whitetails on the A-license, however if FWP tgauntil 2010 to eliminate the 002-10 license, te®er
population might be low enough to require elimingtihe 8-day either-sex opportunity.

Action: Ream moved and Vermillion seconded theandt adopt as Tentative the 2009 white-tailed deer
hunting season in Region 2 and eliminate the 2068eAess Whitetail Deer B License Type 002-10 as
recommended by FWP.

Chairman Colton asked for public comment.

Steve Kamps, Lincoln, supports this tentative. Maesidents are seeing decreases in deer numblees. T
Lincoln area has suffered a hard winter so therg Ioeaeven more quota reductions. He asked the Gssion

to keep this in mind when lion quotas are discussdide spring.

Vermillion said he had received phone calls witlhgle asking if specific areas could be carved duwere the
population is stronger. Are there areas wherg@tmeilations are stronger?

Mike Thompson, FWP Region 2 Wildlife Manager, reglithat there is a concern by FWP and some of the
public over the over-the-counter B licenses. Thelipdand is feeling the brunt of the harvest puessbut the
areas that are protected from hunting may not b@ab to the population.

Rod Bullis said this situation is nothing new.witl continue. There are many deer killed on thad.o

Ream said this is the prudent thing to do.
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Action on Motion: Motion carried.

13. Region 6 — HD640 and HD641 Boundary Change — ftative. Quentin Kujala, FWP Wildlife
Division Management Bureau Chief, explained thatelolaupon a public petition in 2004, the deer se@son
HD640 was reduced to a 3-week buck, 5-week andereason to increase mature-buck ratios by demgeas
hunting pressure during the deer rut. The shodteeason in HD640 displaced hunting pressure ghbering
HD641. In an effort to modify the shortened sead¢np40 boundary adjustments were adopted during the
2008-2009 FWP biennial season setting processetated the size of HD640.

Landowners that did not endorse the boundary adprsts initiated an access reduction and closed8®&0res
of private land. In response to concerns aboubthmdary adjustments, road-hunting, and buck sakvsome
37 landowners had posted their land with signargfatNO HUNTING Thanks to the Montana Fish and
Game’s concern about Landowners Opinion.”

The Region and Commissioner Doll were invited tmeeting called by the landowners and business @wner
Business owners are concerned they may suffer dbdsusiness if the land is closed to hunting. Their
recommendation was to readjust the boundary betwétieea 640 and 641 and continue the 3-week buck
season/5-week antlerless season for deer in HD62009. That portion of deer/elk HD641 north ofuRn258
would be incorporated into HD640. FWP questioridgdis readjusted line would create new concernsther
factions of the public.

Doll said the boundary change in 2008 was gregiposed, and feels there is a good probability ttre80,000
acres will be closed to hunting. There is alsmadgpossibility that others will close access teirthands as
well. There are no outfitters in that area, no blomnagement, and no leased land, so 100% woulkhgo to
general public hunting if an adjustment is madeFWP wants to rebuild its image in that part of #tate, it
would behoove the Department to work with thesedamers. Doll said the landowners are left to tede of
the resources, at their own expense, after huatedgecreationists have enjoyed themselves andrétemed
to their homes expecting to come back again the year. It is imperative to listen to the landows@nd
respect their concerns. Doll said several landosveg&pressed frustration that they are never irtlud the
FWP surveys, and questioned just how good thenmdtion is if the landowners opinions are not ineldd

Colton said this is the flip side of what the Coresmn was criticized for in SB162. It is importdhat the
Commission maintain the authority to make managémecisions. Given this landscape and these landsy
it makes sense to make these adjustments witheatoesard biological parameters.

Ream asked what took place to cause such concehelbgndowners.

Colton explained that things that are importanbath the landowners and the sportsmen were noti@eal by
FWP. One important objective was not considered.

Action: Doll moved and Vermillion seconded theioroto adopt the tentative 2009 adjustment to thenllary
between deer HDs 640 and 641 as recommended [Defhertment.

Chairman Colton asked for public comment. There m@ne.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.
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14. Keep Cool Hills Cooperative Management Area Rel— Tentative. Paul Sihler, FWP Field Services
Division Administrator, explained that a biennialle was established in February of 2007 to entey &
cooperative management agreement with the SiebeshR#éhe Nature Conservancy, and DNRC to manage
recreational use and enforce regulations on 15d8408s of land northeast of Lincoln. The landowrtead
considered closing the land to public access daeenoerns of unmanaged use to include camping, fiveeds,

and new roads being pioneered, but prior to taldngh action, approached FWP to ask for management
assistance.

Action: Doll moved and Vermillion seconded theiorto approve the tentative Keep Cool Hills Hugtin
Access and Recreation Management Area Biennial Rule

Chairman Colton asked for public comment.
Rod Bullis said this is a good deal and recommeraggaoving it. The Sieben Ranch is a great neighbo

Steve Kamps said the management rule is a good déale was a lot of abuse on the land as it deesa lot
of use. He appreciates the Baucus’ leaving thergt@pen. He supports the rule.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.

15. Foy's Bend Land Acquisition along the Flathea®iver — Final.

16. Hay Creek Land Acquisition in the North Fork of the Flathead River— Final.

Chris Hunter, FWP Fisheries Division Administrat@xplained that both of these acquisitions had been
approved as final at the November, 2008 meetingllowing that meeting, FWP staff realized that the
Environmental Assessment and Decision Notice Docirdigl not clearly show that FWP would be conveying
a conservation easement to BPA at the time ofradpsio the EA was corrected and once again presentae
public for comment. Eighteen comments were reckive support of the acquisitions. This conservation
easement conveyance is a requirement of the 2008-RIDA signed by BPA, FWP, and the CSKT for the
purpose of mitigating fisheries impacts of Hungrgrée dam.

Action: Ream moved and Vermillion seconded the amotd reaffirm approval of the Foy's Bend Land
Acquisition and the Hay Creek Land Acquisition aseaded, with a clear understanding that this inelthe
conveyance of a conservation easement to BPA sihglo Motion carried.

17. Open Microphone — Public Opportunity to AddressAdditional FWP Issues. There was none

Colton stated that he appreciates inheriting thex@ssion Chairman’s gavel, and commended Commission
Doherty on his accomplishments while serving asii@iean.

Action: Colton moved and Vermillion seconded thation to retire this gavel to Commissioner Doherty.
Motion carried.

Action: Doll moved and Vermillion seconded theiorto adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.

Dan Vermillion, Vice-Chairman Joe Maurier, Acting Director



